Name ___________________________________ Date ____________________________________
The Age of Dinosaurs
It may seem like dinosaurs roamed the Earth a trillion years ago but, actually, it wasn't all that long ago. Many scientists believe that our planet is about 4.6 billion years old. (They think our planet was formed as the universe Dinosaurs were unique in many ways. For one thing, some dinosaurs were bipedal. That means they stood and walked on two legs in order to get around.
Few animals move this way. Dinosaurs also laid eggs in nests, just as birds do.
In fact, many scientists believe that dinosaurs were the ancestors of birds.
There are many dinosaurs that people know by name: Triceratops, Tyrannosaurus Rex, and Velociraptor, to name a few. Because of the movie Jurassic Park, many people think these dinosaurs lived during the Jurassic Period.
However, these and many other well-known dinosaurs actually lived during the Cretaceous Period.
As we know, dinosaurs are now extinct, though we are not sure why.
Some believe that a giant meteor may have been part of the reason the dinosaurs died. When the meteor hit the Earth, it may have caused weather changes that spelled the end for the dinosaurs. There is still much to learn about these amazing animals that once walked the Earth.
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